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 CELEBRATING OUR STAFF 
   

I read an interesting book this past summer entitled Teach, Reflect, Learn: 

Building Your Capacity for Success in the Classroom by Pete Hall and Alisa Simeral.  

I enjoyed the challenge posed for each and every one of us to be lifelong learners 

and continually collaborate with others.  Research clearly shows that the most 

significant contributor to student success is the teacher in the classroom.  

I am pleased to say that we have an excellent group of teachers who are dedicated 

to serving our students and providing them the best possible learning opportunities. 

I am so thankful for each and every one of them and the efforts they make on 

behalf of your children each day. I taught middle school and high school math for 

25 years and I appreciate the time, commitment and energy that it takes to do the 

job well. 

As I shared at our Open House, my top priority is student safety and a quality 

education for every student. That is why I take the position of hiring and 

developing staff very seriously. This week, we appreciated our staff in a new way 

with a T-shirt which states: “I teach (WMS), what’s your superpower?” I truly 

believe that it takes a special calling to have the energy and enthusiasm to be a 

teacher. Please join me in thanking every school employee for the important work 

they do.  

Over the next few years, we will be focusing our collective energy as teachers and 

leaders around encouraging one another to engage in the ongoing pursuit of 

excellence through training, reflecting and collaborating. Our goal is to be the best 

middle school in the state – not just by test scores and academic rigor, but 

because we “help our young people become the amazing, wonderful human beings 

they’re meant to be.” (Teach, Reflect, Learn p 12) 

Mike Florian 

Principal 

  
 
  
 

 
 



 
 
 

  
  
  
 
 

  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 

  

 

The 2015-2016 school year is well underway. Seeing so many of you at Open House was wonderful. Thanks to all the 

Woodward parents who turned out to meet teachers. Thank you to all the parents new to the district who attended 

the “meet and greet” hosted by the PTO. We were glad to get to know you!  

 

Our Fallapalooza “one and done” fundraiser is coming up! Please look for the sponsorship packets that your student 

will bring home on Friday, October 2nd and help them secure pledges for our fundraising efforts. Monies raised fund 

enrichment grants, club stipends, essential classroom materials and other needs our school has. We are really looking 

forward to Fallapalooza, which occurs Friday, October 16th, 6:00-8:00 PM. This all school fundraiser is co-chaired 

this year by Nicole Wingfield and Stephanie Franz. This event requires a lot of time and energy, and the student 

body, the faculty, and the PTO are extremely grateful to those parents who come together and make it happen.  

 

Mark the second Wednesday of the month on your calendar and set that time aside to attend our PTO meeting. This 

month our meeting is Wednesday, October 14th at 9:30 AM.  Mairead Shutt, the Bainbridge Schools Foundation 

Executive Director will be our guest speaker, so please come join us! 

 

Some other calendar dates to note: 

Facility Master Plan community discussions regarding the future of Blakely Elementary School and the 

Bainbridge High School 100 Building will be held at the following locations: 

 

Tuesday, Sept. 29, 6-7 p.m. in the Ordway Library. 

Wednesday, Sept, 30, 7-8:30 p.m. in the Bainbridge High School 100 Building LGI. 

Thursday, Oct. 1, 7-8:30 p.m. in the Commodore Commons 

Wednesday, Oct. 7, 7-8:30 p.m. in the Wilkes Gymnasium 

Wednesday, Oct. 14, 7-8:30 p.m. in the Woodward Commons 

 

Thursday, October 8th at 5-7 PM at Bremerton High School, you have the opportunity to have your voice be 

heard by state lawmakers regarding how the state can meet its constitutional mandate to fully fund 

education.  This is an important issue for our community and a great opportunity to be heard. 

  

Lastly, it’s not too late to purchase a school directory! Order forms are in the office and the directories are $15. 

 

Welcome back to school! 

Lisa White 

WMS President  

 

PTO NEWS 

 

FALLAPALLOZA    OCTOBER 16TH 
 

As mentioned above, our annual Fallapalooza Fundraiser is happening on October 16th! This is Woodward’s only 

fundraiser of the year! Envelopes will be sent home on Friday, October 2nd. Please help us raise money for our 

school—our goal is to raise $100 per student. If you have any questions please contact Stephanie Franz at 

Stephaniefranz18@comcast.net 

 

And remember if you are making arrangements to volunteer you must make sure you have filled out the Volunteer 

Application and turned it, along with a copy of your driver’s license. No one can volunteer without being cleared by 

the district. Thanks so much for your patience! 



Parents with students registered in the Bainbridge Island School District can receive messages from the district, email newsletters 

and information from our community partners in the form of electronic flyers from a service called Peachjar. The flyers are available 

via email and on school websites. 

HOW TO SUBSCRIBE OR UNSUBSCRIBE 

If you are not receiving our eflyers and wish to do so, please go to Peachjar.com and register using the button in the upper right 

corner of the Peachjar website. To ensure smooth delivery of information, we suggest you add “school@peachjar.com” to your email 

contacts. When you receive your first eflyer or enewsletter be sure to click “always display images.”  

 

On your account page, you can subscribe to receive messages from the school(s) of your choice. These messages may include, but are 

not limited to, general information, school newsletters, upcoming events, school schedule changes, or emergency communications. 

Please note: We are in the process of separating the Commodore list into the school’s three programs. For now, please access 

Eagle Harbor High School, Mosaic Home Education Partnership and the Odyssey Multiage Program via Commodore. 

As we spend September transitioning from the Listserv to electronic Peachjar flyers, you may receive some messages in both formats. 

Because our goal is to make sure you stay well-informed, we'd rather have you receive information twice than not at all. On October 1, 

the Listserv will go away and you will receive Listserv-type messages and other news via eflyers that will also appear on your school 

website. Thank you for your patience during this transition! 

If you were in the district’s old Listserv system, you received a welcome message from Peachjar containing a username and  

password. No action is required on your part. You don't need to log in to receive or view school flyers. The username and password 

enable families to create a Peachjar account and determine flyer delivery preferences. You can set your account so that you receive 

flyers/notifications immediately, daily, weekly or never.  

MORE VOLUNTEER INFORMATION—WELCOME  

We continue to make significant strides towards a safe environment for our students. Last year Wilkes and Blakely both 

tested a new program called Raptor that will allow our visitors and volunteers to check into the school via a computer/kiosk set 

up on the front counter. This system provides us with a quick and easy way to check in our visitors and volunteers. We will need 

to scan your driver’s license which will enter your information into our system. This is a one time thing….every time after the 

scan you can just enter your name into the computer and a badge (complete with your picture) will be printed.  Volunteers who 

are working alone with students will still be required to get fingerprinted.  

Please remember that if you intend to volunteer at Woodward or for any PTO events, you must have filled out the volunteer 

application.  

 

VOLUNTEER GUIDELINES 

 We are asking all of our regular volunteers to get background checks and a photo ID to wear when volunteering on campus. As 

you know, we lock our doors for security reasons at the beginning of each school day and require all visitors to enter through 

the main office. If you are volunteering, the main office is where you can pick up the paperwork for a background check and a 

visitor ID. We will need a copy of your driver’s license to finish processing your request.  

 

Thank you so much for the hundreds of volunteer hours you contribute to the success of Woodward! We appreciate your help 

and want you to know that we make student safety our top priority. 

http://peachjar.com/
mailto:school@peachjar.com
http://www.raptortech.com/


 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED !! 

  
 

  

We need your help! Volunteering through the PTO is an ideal way to connect with your child, and the school 

in general. We welcome you as an active participant in your child’s learning experience at Woodward. 

Becoming involved in your child’s education is a rewarding experience and your presence at Woodward 

benefits all the students and staff. The positive message you send as a PTO volunteer and the work you do 

to enrich our school is an invaluable experience. Even if you work full time, there are volunteer 

opportunities for you.  
 

The 2015-2016 Volunteer Coordinators are: 

7th Grade,  Sandra Allen  206-347-3571 sandragaallen@gmail.com 

8th grade,  Suzanne Fisher  206-409-0798 sufisherfit@gmail.com    

 

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES 

 

_____Fallapalooza (October) 

_____Sweatshirt  and picture distribution 

_____Band Concerts 

_____Health Screening 

_____Tutoring 

_____Book Fair 

_____Staff Appreciation Luncheon 

_____Geography Bee graders 

_____Editors: Classroom and/or Culture Fair  

_____Culture Fair Set Up 

_____Eighth Grade Banquet 

_____End of Year Class chaperone Picnic/BBQ 

_____Welcoming Committee (welcome new parents to the island)   

_____Registration (End of August) 

_____Path Monitor 

_____After School Dismissal Monitor (Daily 2:55-3:15 PM) 

_____CALL ME ANYTIME 

 

 

NAME___________________________________     PHONE #__________________________ 

 
 

E-MAIL___І___І___І___І___І___І___І___І___І___І___І___І___І___І___І___І___І___І___  

 
 

STUDENT’S  NAME________________________________________   GRADE (circle)   7     8 

 

 
 
 

 

 



 

 

Please refer to your student’s planner for monthly Progress Report dates.  Mr. Florian will also be 

sending a message to remind you of these dates.   On these dates all teachers are asked to have 

grades current on Skyward.  Although we do recommend you check Family Access every couple of 

weeks – these dates will give you the most complete information.  Any students receiving a D or an F 

in any class will have a progress report mailed home to them. If you need information regarding your 

Family Access code or you don’t have access to a computer, please contact Molly Orness at  

780-4503. 

 

If you have any further questions please contact your school counselor. 
 
 
 
 

WELCOME TO MIDDLE SCHOOL      
CHANGE~~EXPLORATION~~TESTING THE LIMITS   

 

Having trouble figuring out how to remain involved with your child while providing love, limits, and 

structure? How do you balance that with providing them room to develop their independence and a 

sense of responsibility?  Here are some suggestions: 

 

 As your child is networking, do the same!  Get to know the parents of their friends, find out 

their rules and level of engagement.  Get to know their friends. Volunteer at lunch.  Attend the 

High School games – they are great community events. 

 

 Talk to your kids when everything is fine....ask what their thoughts are on friendship, drug and 

alcohol use, and what they hear other kids talking about concerning issues they may have.  Find 

out what they are excited about and what they would like to change in their life. 

 

 Set limits and enforce rules. However, remember to give your child room to make his or her own 

decisions, within your comfort zone. Communicate your expectations especially if they are 

walking into town after school or if parents are not at home.  While you may trust your son/

daughter, lack of supervision can be a magnet for uninvited guests.   Praise them when they do 

well.   
 

 

 

 
 
 

FROM THE COUNSELING OFFICE 

PROGRESS REPORTS ON–LINE 

DID YOU KNOW?? Research shows that most tweens would like to talk more with their parents about 

school work. Ask your child to share what she’s learning in her  classes. Be specific: “What kind of math 

problems did you do today?” or “Tell me about the science experiment you did in class today.” 



DO YOU KNOW WHERE YOUR CHILD IS??? 
 

Early dismissal Mondays are great days for students to spend time with friends—gathering at someone’s home, 

attending high school games, or meeting downtown.  These days are a wonderful opportunity for our middle school 

students to get together.  But keep in mind that while they are exerting their independence and asking you to not 

be involved—THEY NEED YOU MORE THAN EVER.  Middle school students like to think they have everything 

under control but this isn’t always the case. It is important for you to communicate your expectations, know where 

they are and who they are with and have your child check in with you periodically. Attend the games and events 

and let them know you are present but give them some space to socialize.  This should provide both you and your 

child with a sense of security and safety. 

 

BEFORE SCHOOL HOMEWORK HELP  
 

The before school HOMEWORK CLUB has begun and takes  place Monday through Friday from 8:00-8:35 AM. 

Homework Club will be supervised by Mr. Kaleb Anderson, WMS paraeducators. Students will sign in at the main 

office and proceed to the Library. All students must be in the library and ready to work by 8:05 AM or they will 

be turned away. They must be engaged in productive work while in attendance or they will lose this opportunity.  

 

Students should bring homework assignments and join other "study buddies" in the Club. Any questions please call 

our counseling office.  

 

This academic support program is sponsored by our Woodward PTO and Bainbridge Island Windemere Real Estate. 

 

MATH SUPPORT 
 

7TH GRADE—Before school with Ms. Grindeland in Room 101, Ms. Whitaker Room 102 and Ms. Kozina Room 214 on 

Wednesdays and Thursdays from 8:00-8:40 AM.   

 

8TH GRADE—Before school with Ms. Layton in Room 203 and Ms. Hale in Room 215 on Mondays, Wednesdays, and 

Fridays from 8:00-8:40 AM  
 
  

 

FILL THE TUBA!!! 
 

  

The annual "Fill the Tuba" fall concert is on Thursday, October 28th at 6:30 PM.  This is our 

only fundraiser for the band program, so please come and support our great bands!  

Paul Meehan, Band Director 



 

GENERAL LIBRARY INFORMATION 
 

 The Woodward Library is open to all students daily, with the exception of Wednesdays, from 8:30 AM until 3:45PM.  It is 

often open during the lunch periods on days when no classes are scheduled.  Students and their families also have 24/7 access 

to a variety of electronic resources.  Try out these curated, referenced and age appropriate resources. 

 

Mr. Patrick, the librarian, is working to continue the great Woodward tradition of access to Young Adult Literature and to 

expand our electronic reach.  He is working with Ms. Shankland who supports both the Library and Technological needs of 

staff and students. They both can assist with student’s “frogrock” account questions and concerns. 

 

 

 

 

EVERGREEN YOUNG ADULT READING CONTEST 
 

Woodward Middle School students have an opportunity to participate in a statewide reading contest known as the Evergreen 

Reading Contest.  Each year a group of librarians who serve teens in both public and school libraries creates a list of ten 

popular and varied books.  Most of the books are a few years old and are available in paperback form.  

 

Early in October all seventh and eighth grade language arts classes will come to the library to learn a bit about the books.  

Thanks to the generous support of our PTO, multiple copies are available in the library and in the language arts classrooms.  

Copies should also be available at the public library.  New this year are audio forms of most of these titles if you’d like to 

listen to them. Students choosing to participate in the contest must read at least two books from the list.  Voting will occur 

before spring break.  Traditionally, Woodward has the highest level of participation of any school in Washington. 

 

A list of this year’s nominees can be found on the WMS Library web site.  Remember that these books have a broad interest 

level from seventh through twelfth grade. Parents too can join in on the experience (sans voting). You might be surprised at 

the great stories that have been chosen. 

  

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
  



 
 

 

 

 

 8TH GRADE STUDENTS OF THE MONTH:  
 

Sio Peato 

Caitlin Slattery 
 

  

 

7TH GRADE STUDENTS OF THE MONTH:  

 

Spencer Fleming 

Priya Christensen 
 

   

 
HONORABLE MENTION:   
      
8th Grade:     Reuban Allen, Emma Brundige, Ben Cohen, John Colley, Eleanor Collins, Gus Corsetti, Moorea Eldon-Everts, 

Madelyn Harris, Sean Hooyer, Dylan Kobs, Madeline Sherry, and Elliott Weyand 

 

7th Grade:  Isaac Agnew, Minyoung Cho, Connor Costello, Daniel DeFoe, Aidyn Goldsberry, Ruben Herrera, Joey 

Kobelansky, Sam Kuznetsov, Ruby Macfarlane, Alexander Massa, Emerson Nicholas, Elli Prickett, Ellie Rice, Maddie 

Stoehr, Alan Ulin, Sean Westerhout, and Henry Willmes 

 
 

 

 

STUDENTS OF THE MONTH—SEPTEMBER 2015 



BOYS BASKETBALL 

Boys basketball season will soon be here! There will be an information meeting on Tuesday, October 6th at 3:15 PM in 

the Commons. All forms are available online through the athletics page. All students will need physicals completed 

BEFORE the first day of tryouts. Tryouts begin on October 26th. 

Students must have at least a “C” or above in each class to be eligible to try out for basketball and have a current physical 

form on file in the Attendance Office. Physical forms can be online in our Athletics section. Sports physicals are good for two 

years. Athletes will need to pay the $150 participation fee after cuts are made.  You may pay your participation fee online. For 

the link, check out our home page on our website.  

  

 

       

  

 

     
Builder’s Club has started at Woodward.  This club is the middle school level of the Kiwanis organization, and provides 

students with opportunities to develop leadership, improve self-esteem, increase civic engagement and learn life skills 

through service. 

We plan to meet approximately two Thursday mornings a month at 8AM in Madame Knell's room, room 205.  Our first 

project of the year will be to encourage our student body to participate in Unicef's Trick or Treat campaign to 

Eliminate Maternal and Neo-Natal tetanus.  In the future we hope to receive ideas from families and community 

members for middle school appropriate community service projects. 

Knowledge Bowl is an academic trivia competition where students work in teams of 4 to answer a wide variety of 

questions about math, science, English, history, and various other topics. Woodward’s team meets every Wednesday 

from 3:15-4:15 in Ms. Schmit’s room, #201, beginning October 7. All are welcome! If you have any questions, contact 

Ms. Schmit at kschmit@bisd303.org or 206-780-4542. 



A MESSAGE FROM THE SCHOOL NURSE 

 Most of you have likely noticed over the past few weeks that the days are getting shorter and the temperatures are 

dropping.  As we approach the winter months this also means that we are entering the seasonal influenza (or “Flu”) season.  I 

would like to share some basics with you about the “Flu” and this year’s influenza vaccine. 

The flu is caused by influenza viruses which infect the respiratory tract (i.e., the nose, throat, lungs).  Unlike many other viral 

respiratory infections, such as the common cold, the flu can cause severe illness and life-threatening complications in many 

people. What can you do to battle the flu? Get a flu vaccination to decrease the potential risk of hospitalization and other 

complications and/or be aware of flu symptoms and act fast. Realize you have the flu and seek treatment within 48 hours to 

minimize symptoms.  

The Centers for Disease Control (CDC) in Atlanta is recommending that everyone over the age of 6 months of age receive 

an influenza vaccination. 

 ALL students and their families are encouraged to consider getting vaccinated for influenza this year.  The 
vaccine is available in many different forms: shots, nasal sprays and jet injectors. 
If you have further questions regarding whether the influenza vaccine makes sense for you and/or your student, I strongly 

encourage you to contact your health care provider.  Many key facts about the flu and flu vaccine can be found at http://

www.cdc.gov/flu/keyfacts.htm. You are also always welcome to contact the Woodward Health Room for more information at 

(206) 780-4511. The influenza vaccines will be available at your health care provider’s office as well as many area 

pharmacies.  The website www.findaflushot.com is a great resource to help you locate an area flu shot clinic. 

 

 
     
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

AWARENESS OF FOOD ALLERGIES 

  

 

We have students (and staff) at Woodward this who have severe food allergies to a WIDE variety of foods 

(peanuts, tree nuts, soy, kiwi, eggs, milk, lentils, peas, garbanzo beans and crab).  Even trace elements of these 

foods can result in a severe, life-threatening allergic reaction for those who have sensitivities to them.  Please 

review the following safety rules with your son or daughter: 

 Do not offer to share or exchange food with others. 

 Hand-washing with soap and water (especially after eating) is necessary to decrease the chance of cross-

contamination of school surfaces (like desks, tables, etc.) 

 If your student rides the bus, please remind them that there is a "no eating on the bus" policy (unless they 

have a medical condition that indicates otherwise). 

 Unfortunately, in the past there has been an occasion or two where a student has been "bullied" because of 

their food allergy.  Please stress the importance of "no-bullying" ever but especially in this area - more 

than feelings could be damaged - people can actually die if they are exposed to the food they are allergic 

to. 

 

Together we can all help to create a safe environment for ALL of our students (and staff too!). 

http://www.cdc.gov/flu/keyfacts.htm
http://www.cdc.gov/flu/keyfacts.htm
http://www.findaflushot.com/


 SCHOOL BUS   

INFORMATION 

Permission to ride another bus is contingent upon 

space available. If you have an appointment in the 

Winslow area, you may ride the bus that makes 

stops in that area if you have a pass.  A note from a 

parent which has been turned in to the attendance 

office before school or at lunch in order to obtain a 

bus pass is required. Students who have a regularly 

scheduled appointment may bring in a note which 

grants permission for an entire month. This pass 

must be renewed the first day of each month to 

remain in effect.                                    

  

SAFETY REMINDER 

 

Annually, Bainbridge Island School District receives 

reports and rumors that involve adults exhibiting 

inappropriate behavior, from strangers stopping to talk 

with students to sex offenders that reside on B.I. It is not 

just at these times that we encourage safety; participating 

in safe behaviors is something we want to promote at all 

times.  

 

The beginning of the school year is a good time to remind 

parents and students to:  

 Always go somewhere with a buddy (never alone)  

 Walk in a group  

 Wait at an established bus stop  

 Communicate with family members where you are 

going to be at all times  

 Never go with a stranger  

 Tell a trusted adult if anything or anyone has made 

you feel uncomfortable  

 If you see something suspicious, please record 

information, such as identifying features of an 

individual or the license plate of a vehicle in 

question, and contact the police.  

 

The safety of students is a primary focus in all that we do. 

We hope you will talk with your children about these and 

other safe behaviors. 

     MORE SAFETY INFORMATION 
 

Now that we have Woodward students being dropped off at Sakai and walking to Woodward in the mornings and Sakai 

students walking from Sakai to Woodward in the afternoon we’d like you to remind your student to use and stay on 

the path between Sakai and Woodward. Some students are walking on the road which can be quite dangerous with 

buses coming and going. Another concern is parents driving into the north parking lot before and after school. Please 

do not drive or park in this lot at those times. We appreciate your efforts!! 

 

Please see community activities of interest to students and families on the BISD Community News & 

Events and Community Flyers webpages.  

http://bisd303.org/domain/1005
http://bisd303.org/domain/1005
http://bisd303.org/Page/6286

